
ONEIDA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Bill Lewis, Choirmon - Ken Elioson - Brion Jeppsen

Meeting Locotion: Event Center, 459 South lr/oin St., Molod City, ldoho 83252

MINUTES - Commissioners Meeting - l0 November 2025 - 9:00AM
* RECORD'NG# 25t I t0-0t 68 *

IN ATTENDANCE: Commissioner Choirmon Bill Lewis, Commissioner Brion Jeppsen, ond
Commissioner Ken Elioson.

Commissioner Lewis opened the meeting ond led oll in the pledge ond o proyer

Approve Agendo
Commissioner Jeppsen fo occepf fhe ogendo os presenfed. Seconded by
Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion corried.

Consenl Agendo, Poymenl of CIoims, ond Approvo! of Meeting Minutes
Commissioner E/ioson motioned fo occepf fhe consenf ogen do, which inc/udes
the poyment of cloims ond opprovol of meefing minufes. Seconded by
Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.
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Fund Descriplion

GENERAL FUND/CURRENT EXPENSE

ROAD AND BRIDGE

AIRPORT

AMBULANCE

DISTRICT COURT

FAIR, COUNTY

JUSTICE FUND

REVALUATION

WEEDS

CONSOLI DATED ELECTIONS

E-911

LATCF FUNDING

TOTAL: s $238,s20.29

Liberty Gold - Block Pine Projecl Overview & Updote (fimestomp:00:02:40)

Motthew Zietlow, Director of Regulotory Affoirs & Sustoinobility, ond Elisobeth Compbell,
Community Relotions Coordinotor, updoted the Boord on the Liberty Gold - Block Pine

project in Southeost ldoho. The mine is entirely in Cossio County, though occess roods
poss through Oneido County. Mining on the Block Pine Ronge begon in 1BB0 for leod
ond silver ond loter shifted to gold. Remnonts of older operotions, including the
Pegosus pits, ore still visible from l-84. The project covers obout 17,000 ocres ond
includes woter rights, leoses, roods, ond power infrostructure. Operotions ore designed
to stoy obove the woter toble, keeping woter use low. Some oreos hove experienced
wildfires, porticulorly in 2006, 2007, ond 2012.
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The droft mine plon, currently under ogency review, includes exponding existing pits,
creoting new pits, ond developing borren rock storoge focilities, olong with o heop
leoch focility, processing plont, occess ond houl roods, ond supporting structures. The
Environmentol lmpoct Stotement (ElS), led by the U.S. Forest Service ond BLM, will cover
oir, woter, culturol resources, geochemistry, ond other oreos, with stote permitting
incorporoted. Commissioner Elioson osked obout fencing in grozing oreos. Agency stoff
soid mitigotion ond compensotion will follow estoblished procedures, ond the ronching
community is port of ongoing discussions. The teom is olso oddressing concerns from
Juniper homeowners ond other offected porties, including troffic impocts, with plons to
provide buses to help reduce congestion.

Community outreoch is ongoing. Mrs. Compbell meets with residents of foirs, schools,
ond other events to shore informotion, onswer questions, ond highlight project benefits,
including tours, scholorships, ond donotions. The Boord wos given on overview of the
project schedule ond next steps. This wos on informotionol visit; no motions were mode.

Engoge Wellness ftimestomp: -00:46:00)

The Boord of Commissioners reviewed informotion obout the Engoge Wellness Progrom,
designed to sove money for both employees ond the county. Under this progrom, o set
omount is deducted from the employee's poycheck on o pre-tox bosis. Port of thot
deduction poys for the cost of the Engoge Wellness Progrom. The remoining portion is

then odded bock onto the employee's poycheck, which the employee receives just

like normol woges. Becouse the initiol deduction is token pre-tox, the employee's
toxoble income is reduced, resulting in lower poyroll toxes for both the employee ond
the County. Even ofter covering the progrom cost, most employees see on increose in
net toke-home poy. Depending on eornings ond withholdings, this increose moy ronge
from obout $25 to more thon $600 per month, with most overoging oround $80 per
poycheck.

To remoin enrolled eoch yeor, employees must self-report four minor wellness octivities,
such os ottending o medicol or dentol oppointment, pledging to weor o seotbelt,
turning off devices before bed, or porticipoting in smoking cessotion. Activities ore
trocked online or through o mobile opp. Employees who do not complete the
requirements moy finish them before yeor-end or be unenrolled for the following yeor.
Enrollment con be completed through o census process in which oll employees ore
outomoticolly enrolled, with the option to decline porticipotion.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove fhe implementotion of the Engoge
Wellness progrom which will need to include employee troining, educotion,
pending controct review ond moking sure thot the progrom works with our
poyrollsoffwore. Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. A//oyes. Motion corried.

B[M Foresl Timber Sole ltimestomp:0t:t8:06)
Commissioners shored informotion from o notice received from the Bureou of Lond
Monogement (BLM) regording o timber for sole offered through o seoled bid process.
The notice stoted thot no bid would be occepted for less thon the totol opproised
price of $62,790.00 ond must include o bid deposit of $6,300.00, olong with other
requirements outlined in the letter. Seoled bids must be received of the BLM Pocotello
Field Office, 4350 Cliffs Drive, Pocotello, ldoho 83204, prior to 2:00 p.m. Mountoin Time
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on Thursdoy, November 201h,2025, when bids will be opened ond posted. For
odditionol detoils, interested porties moy contoct the Pocotello Field Office ond refer
to lD102-T5-2026.000 I .

lntersection of 3400 Wesl - 2000 North ftimestomp:0t:2t:34)
Some time ogo, ofter concerns were roised by o citizen of the December 26,2023 ond
September 30, 2024 commissioner meetings, o troffic study wos conducted of the T-

intersection of 3400 West ond 2000 North. As o result of thot study, o stop sign wos
instolled.

Recently, o few citizens contocted Commissioner Jeppsen with continued sofety
concerns. Troffic reportedly hos limited visibility due to trees within the 25-foot right-of-
woy,requiring drivers to pull into the intersection to see oncoming vehicles. Severol
neor-miss incidents hove been reported.

County rood stondords indicote the trees could be removed becouse they ore within
the 25-foot sight triongle ond obstruct visibility. While the Rood ond Bridge Deportment
hos outhority to require removol, it is exploring options thot oddress both sofety
concerns ond the property owner's interests. To dote, the deportment hos instolled o
"Stop Aheod" sign, o floshing worning sign, intersection signs, ond lowered the speed
limit. Crews olso trimmed the trees, which improved visibility somewhot, but the tree
trunks still obstruct the view. No decision wos mode.

R&B - Requesl to Exceed Gronls Line ltem in Budget ftimestomp:01:33:55/
When preporing the fiscol yeor 2026 bvdget, the Rood ond Bridge Supervisor ossumed
the Woodruff Bridge project would be completed during fiscol yeor 2025. However,
portions of the bridge ond rumble strip projects extended into the new fiscol yeor ofter
the2026 budget wos finolized. As o result, the "Gront" line item will show on overoge in
2026 ond on excess in the 2025 budget, since funds eormorked for the bridge were not
billed within the some fiscol yeor.

The current $70,000 budget should cover the Rumble Strip Project billing, while the
remoining bridge work is expected to cost opproximotely $50,000. No oction wos
token.

R&B - Rumble Slrip Gronl Agreemenlltimestomp: -0t:43:tB)
It wos determined thot it wos oppropriote ond necessory to omend the ogendo to list
the signing of the Rumble Strip Agreement with the Stote of ldoho os o seporote
ogendo item.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to omend fhe ogendo to include o seporofe
ogendo topic to ollow signing of the ogreeme nt with fhe Sfote of ldoho ond
Oneido County to begin fhe Rumb/e Sfrip project. Seconded by Commissioner
E/ioson. Alloyes. Motion corried.

The ogreement wos reviewed by the boord. The $35,000 to be sent for the Rumble Strip
Project represents Oneido County's onticipoted shore of the gront. The ogreement olso
requires o designoted, outhorized representotive who con respond to chonge orders
within '10 doys. Becouse this timefrome moy not olign with regulor commissioner
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meetings, the Boord outhorized the designee to opprove chonge orders up to $,l0,000
without prior Boord opprovol.

Commissioner Jeppsen moved to opprove fhe Sfofe/Locol Agreement, Project
No. A024(345), to begin consfrucfion of the Cenfer/ine Rumb/e Sfnp Project, ond
lo designofe Commissioner E/ioson os fhe outhorized representotive with
outhority to opprove chonge orders up to $10,000 without requiring o Specio/
Commissioner Meeting. Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion
conied.

As port of the gront cost shore, Oneido County's portion of the Rumble Strip Project
must be poid vio ACH tronsoction, ond proof of poyment must be submitted with the
signed ogreement.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to opprove poyment of $35,320 to the ldoho
Tronsportotion Deportment vio ACH fronsocfio n, which is Onerdo Counfy's
portion of the Rumb/e Sfrip Gronf. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes
Motion conied.

Excess Counly Property (timestomp: 0t :54:04)

The Rood ond Bridge Deportment would like to sell on older oir compressor thot
outomoticolly shuts off once it reoches B0 psi. To exceed thot pressure, the compressor
must be shut down, droined, ond refilled.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to dispose of the Rood & Bridge Deporfment's
old oir compressor by /isfing it on the ouction site. Seconded by Commissioner
Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

Comprehensive Plon & Future Lond Use Mop [fimestomp; 0t:56:30)

As o generol rule, the comprehensive plon provides guidonce ond sets expectotions
but does not legolly bind property owners. lt works in conjunction with the county's
development code, helping to guide lond use decisions, zoning, ond future growth
while providing o fromework for consistent decision-moking.

MSBT Low Attorney Geoff Schroeder ond Consultont Nichoel Spencer joined the
meeting by phone to discuss chonges mode to the comprehensive plon ond future
lond use mop since the lost discussion on October 27 ,2025, ond to orient the Boord
with the new droft of the comprehensive plon. The lond use mop portion of the plon is

reody for opprovol os port of Phose 1 updotes, ond Resolution No. 2025-1 l-01 is reody
for opprovol. Additionol chonges will be mode, ond the Boord will review those
chonges os port of the Phose 2 updotes in the spring.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove Resolution No. 2025-l l-01, o
Reso/ufion to omending ond replocing the 2017 Oneido County Comprehensive
Plon with the 2025 Oneido County Comprehensive Plon Affirming Complionce
with ldoho Code I 67-6509f3/. Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. Alloyes.
Motion corried.
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Old Melol Delectot ftimestomp: 02:t t :t 6)

The old courtroom metol,detector wos lost used when court wos held in the event
center during the courtroom remodel. lt is currently not in use ond hos no proper
storoge locotion. Permission wos sought to list the metol detector for sole.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned fo /isf the old Securifi Metol Detector from the
courtroom for so/e. Seconded by Commrssioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion
corried.

Firemon's Boll - Applicotion for Temporory Alcoho! license ftimestomp:02:t3:5s)
The onnuol Firemon's Boll will be held on December 6,2025. An opplicotion wos
submitted for o temporory liquor license for the event.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove the opplicotion for o temporory
olcohollicense for the Firemon 's Bo// os submif ted by Ihe Chof N Chew, cotering
/icense number 1958, on December 6, 2025 from 6pm-12:00om. Seconded by
Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion corried.

Event Center Cleonup ftimesfomp: 02:t6:38)

The Event Center cleonup stondord wos discussed, ond it wos determined thot eoch
boord or group using the building must cleon up ofter themselves. The rentol
ogreement hos been updoted to include o checklist of items to be completed of the
end of eoch meeting to ensure the building is left tidy for the next group. Boords will
receive o reminder obout these responsibilities. No motion wos mode.

EXECUTIVE SESSION /fimestomp: 02:20:23)

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to move info Executive Session per ldoho Code
74-206 (t)(o) Io consider hiring o public officer, employee, stoff member or
individuologent, wherein fhe respective quolities of individuols ore fo be
evoluoted in order to fill o porticulor voconcy or need. This porogroph does not
opply to filling o voconcy in on e/ective office or deliberofions obo ut stoffing
needs in generol; ond ldoho Code 74-206 (l)(b) fo consider the evoluotion,
dismissolor discip/ining of , or to heor comploinfs or chorges brought ogoinst, o
public officer, employee, stoff member or individuol ogent, or public-schoo/
sfudenf. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. Rol/ co// vofe: Ayes from
Commissioners Elioson, Lewis, ond Jeppsen. Motion corried.

Commissioners moved out of executive session ond the meeting ended.

*** Meeting odjourned by l:15 pm***

I
B Shon us, Deputy Clerkrmon
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